
Appendix 9

We recognise that developing employment land is important for the continued economic health of the 

community and in principle we do not object to development of the land at the southern end of the site. 

We do however strongly object to development in the northern portion of the site which falls outside 

the clearly identified employment area, settlement policy and neighbourhood plan boundaries. 

Despite the presence of existing trees and proposed additional planting, we feel that opening the 

proposed access onto Montecchio Way have a serious negative impact on the landscape character and 

appearance of one of the key gateways to this historic market town which would be contrary to policy 

CP20 of the local plan

We appreciate the difficulties accessing the site from Waterbrook Road or directly from the A31, 

however whilst they may be financially unpalatable to the developer, we do not consider these 

difficulties to be insurmountable. We therefore contend that the quick fix solution before us today does 

not accord with Policy CP19 of the core strategy in that the need to use this countryside area for access 

is neither genuine or proven.

We note the planning inspector, when dismissing the appeal for the proposed service station on land 

opposite the proposed access, raised similar concerns and gave significant weight to these policies in his 

conclusions.

We have studied the economic development teams report with some interest, we believe the authors 

conclusions are deeply flawed in that they fail to consider of the impact the development will have on 

the community as a whole.

Those that live, work or run existing businesses in Alton will know that for several hours a day queuing 

traffic makes accessing or leaving Alton via the A31 at Montecchio Way an absolute nightmare. We 

believe that this development will only further exacerbate the problem.

Children from our parish, despite being picked up by the school bus at ten to eight, arrive late for school 

on average twice a week having spent 10 to 15 minutes of the journey sitting on the A31 or on the 

roundabout waiting to get onto Montecchio way.

I’m told by my own kids that sometimes it’s so late, they ditch the bus and walk the last bit, this 

concerns me greatly, as I’m sure it does you. 

Traffic delays inconvenience the local community, impact existing businesses, reduce productivity, 

increase pollution and reduce visitor numbers all of which reduces economic growth and vibrancy of the 

town, none of this is taken into consideration in the reports.

Councillors you have the opportunity today to make life better or worse for the local community, we 

urge you not to take the easy option of accepting this quick fix proposal, instead for the sake of the 

wider community, send a strong message to developers to go away and come up with something better.  

You know they will. 


